
LEGISLAZIONE PENALE PER  

OMOSESSUALITA’ IN NIGERIA 

Per quanto riguarda Amnesty International, le ricerche più attuali sulla legislazione in Nigeria nei 
confronti dell’omosessualità risalgono al 2013. 
 
“Human rights abuses continue to be committed against people suspected of 
engaging in same-sex relations or for having a non-conventional gender identity. 
The Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill was approved by the Senate in November 
2011 and the House of Representatives in May 2013. The bill imposes a 14-year 
prison sentence on anyone who ‘[enters] into a same sex marriage contract or civil 
union’.” 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr44/003/2013/en/ 

Per quanto riguarda Library of Congress, ho trovato una ricerca risalente al 2014 sulla legislazione 
in Nigeria nei confronti dell’omosessualità. 

“Criminal Provisions: Nigeria’s federal law criminalizes homosexuality.  Anyone who ‘has carnal 
knowledge of any person against the order of nature … or permits a male person to have carnal 
knowledge of him or her against the order of nature’ commits an ‘unnatural offence,’ a felony 
punishable on conviction with a fourteen-year prison term. An attempt to commit an ‘unnatural 
offence,’ also a felony, is punishable on conviction by a seven-year prison term. In addition, Nigeria 
bans male persons from engaging in what it calls ‘gross indecency’: procuring or attempting to 
procure another male for the commission of gross indecency in public or private. A violation of this 
ban is a felony punishable on conviction by a three-year prison term. Furthermore, Nigeria prohibits 
a ‘public show of same sex amorous relationship directly or indirectly,’ the violation of which is, on 
conviction, punishable by ten years of imprisonment. There are some states that have adopted 
Sharia law and these states reportedly have imposed the death penalty for homosexual behavior. 

Laws against advocacy: Nigeria prohibits any form of gay rights advocacy.  The Same Sex 
Marriage (Prohibition) Act states that the ‘registration of gay clubs, societies and organizations, 
their sustenance, processions and meetings is prohibited.’ Violation of this provision is punishable 
on conviction by a ten-year prison term. 

Recognition of same-sex marriage: Same-sex marriage and civil unions are prohibited. The 
violation of this ban is an offense punishable on conviction by a fourteen-year term of 
imprisonment. In addition to the parties to the same-sex marriage or civil union, anyone who 
“administers, witnesses, abets or aides the solemnization of same sex marriage or civil union” 
commits a crime punishable on conviction by a ten-year prison term.” 

http://www.loc.gov/law/help/criminal-laws-on-homosexuality/african-nations-laws.php 

Ci sono Stati della Nigeria che hanno adottato la legge della Shari’a che può portare alla pena di 
morte per chi viene accusato di omosessualità. Ma Imo State (la regione in cui viveva Ajuru) non 
rientra tra i Paesi dove la legge della Shari’a viene applicata.  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr44/003/2013/en/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/criminal-laws-on-homosexuality/african-nations-laws.php

